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GOLDFIELDS, ALTERNATIVE WATER SOURCE 

91. Mr M.J. BIRNEY to the Premier:  
I refer to the Government’s long awaited report on a possible alternative water source to the goldfields, which 
states that there is no water crisis in the goldfields.  Its major recommendation is to produce another report.   

(1) Is the Premier aware of the comments of the Kalgoorlie-Boulder Australian Labor Party branch 
president, Mr Paul Browning, in yesterday’s Kalgoorlie Miner that the report was a complete waste of 
taxpayers’ money and an excuse to do nothing?  

(2) Is the Premier also aware that the Labor member for Eyre has labelled the report a waste of time?  

(3) Is the Premier further aware that the present Minister for the Environment and Heritage, then the 
shadow Minister for Water Resources, Hon Judy Edwards, MLA, was quoted in the Kalgoorlie Miner 
on 31 January 2001 as saying that too many studies had been conducted and it was time for immediate 
action?  

(4) Will the Premier now admit that he has absolutely no vision for an alternative water supply to the 
goldfields, and will he be reprimanding the Kalgoorlie-Boulder Labor Party branch president, the 
member for Eyre and the Minister for the Environment and Heritage for speaking the truth?  

Dr G.I. GALLOP replied: 
(1)-(4) This is a puzzling question, because I recall hearing the Leader of the Opposition say in the Parliament 

on 14 August 2001, “Western Australia does not face an immediate water crisis.” 

Mr M.J. Birney:  He did not include the goldfields.  

Dr G.I. GALLOP:  So the member is saying that his leader does not include the goldfields in the State of 
Western Australia! 

I will make two points.  The Government has issued the report.  I respectfully disagree with the member for 
Eyre: it is not a waste of time.  It is a good report that outlines all of the options and calls for submissions.  It 
would be very interesting to receive a submission from the member for Kalgoorlie on this matter.  The report is 
out there for comment.  

Mr M.J. Birney:  Will you just set up another committee?  

Dr G.I. GALLOP:  What does the member for Kalgoorlie suggest the Government should be doing?  

Mr M.J. Birney:  It should be bringing water up from Esperance.  It does not run out that way.  Is that considered 
a submission?  

Dr G.I. GALLOP:  On what basis?  How much will it cost the Government to do that?  Has the member for 
Kalgoorlie worked that through?  

Mr M.J. Birney:  The Government will not even reveal how much it costs per litre to bring water up from Perth.  

Dr G.I. GALLOP:  The member for Kalgoorlie has not read the report! 

Mr M.J. Birney:  Yes, I have.  

Dr G.I. GALLOP:  I call for the member for Kalgoorlie to attend the water forum and make a submission like 
everyone else.  A very interesting new issue is now emerging on the opposition benches.  The member for 
Kalgoorlie now tells us that the Liberal Party is committed to a pipeline, presumably from Esperance to 
Kalgoorlie.  We have heard the wonderful contribution of the member for Vasse.  I nearly fell out of my seat 
while driving in Karratha last week listening to the ABC news.  Did the Leader of the Opposition know that the 
member for Vasse has committed $100 million on behalf of the Liberal Party to be paid to farmers in Western 
Australia as a result of our legislation on land clearing?  We have it in our notebooks.  Is that the case?  

Mr B.K. Masters:  It is a statement of principle.  

Dr G.I. GALLOP:  Therefore, there is a difference between a core promise and a non-core promise!  The Leader 
of the Opposition has a problem.  He is telling the House - he said it again today - that the amount of money the 
Government is spending on capital works is too high, despite the fact - 

Mr C.J. Barnett:  I did not say that.  

Dr G.I. GALLOP:  What did the Leader of the Opposition say about debt?   

Mr C.J. Barnett:  In the first year, debt increased by $1 billion.  By the end of this financial year, it will be 
$1.5 billion.  By 2004, it will be $2 billion -  
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Dr G.I. GALLOP:  I am pleased that the Leader of the Opposition responded to my question.  Let us go back to a 
pre-election statement of the then Liberal Government.  What was the expectation of the level of debt in June -  

Mr C.J. Barnett:  He cannot answer the question!   

Dr G.I. GALLOP:  The member asked me -  

Point of Order 
Mr M.J. BIRNEY:  My question related specifically to the comments made by the Labor Party’s branch 
president in Kalgoorlie, and by other members of the Labor Party, about the Government’s position on water to 
the goldfields.  I ask the Premier to address my question with relevance and to inform the House whether he 
intends to reprimand the members of the Labor Party who made the comments I mentioned.   

The SPEAKER:  When a point of order such as this is raised, it usually suggests that the minister is not directly 
answering the question.  I am sure that the Premier is answering in a manner he sees fit; however, given that 
question time has been going for about an hour, I ask him to bring his answer to a conclusion.   

Questions without Notice Resumed 
Dr G.I. GALLOP:  The important point I am trying to make is this: it is easy for the member for Kalgoorlie to 
make the comments he has made about the Government’s report on water supply to the goldfields and to 
commit, on behalf of the Liberal Party, to a particular project that has not been subjected to the type of 
examination to which we on this side of the House think it should be - that is why the report was published - and 
for the member for Vasse to commit $100 million and say that that is a part of the Liberal Party’s philosophy.  It 
is quite proper for me to draw the inferences I have from the member’s question.   

I remind the Leader of the Opposition that his Government forecast a total public sector -  

Several opposition members interjected.   

Dr G.I. GALLOP:  Opposition members do not want to listen to my answer; they never want to learn the facts.   

Mr C.J. Barnett interjected.   

Dr G.I. GALLOP:  I am answering the question.  The member interjected and I am answering his interjection.   

Mr M.J. BIRNEY:  Mr Speaker, I wish to raise a point of order.   

The SPEAKER:  First, I advise that question time is now finished.  Member for Kalgoorlie, what is your point of 
order?   

Mr M.J. BIRNEY:  If question time is finished, I am happy to let the matter rest.   
 


